
coating first, then the 
soft inner chocolate treat 
which tantalized the pal-
let while hiding the final 
sensation (the peanut), I 
suddenly realized that 
the entertainment of the 
Kid did not release the 
King from the realities of 
life.  The King made a 
connection with the Kid 
and concluded that the 
bag of M&MôS was quite 
symbolic of life itself.  
For life is filled with 
M&MôS-- namely MIS-
TAKES and MIRACLES.  
 
As Children of God we 
try our best to live the 
life God has put in front 
of us to live, but so 
many times we fail mis-
erably.  Amid our fail-
ures are those of our 
own volition but there 
are also those that we 
seem powerless to 
avoid.  We try our best 
to avoid them, but at our 
best we come face to 
face with our own imper-
fections.  Our hearts are 
grieved greatly when we 
fail on our own but we 
are pierced with inde-
scribable pain when we 
fail God even while try-
ing not to.  It seems that 
the more we try to avoid 
the next MISTAKE the 
more we find ourselves 
on a collision course 
with it.  We can only 
conclude that life is full 
of MISTAKES.  The 

From 
time to 
time the 
King in 
me 
gives 
way to 
the Kid 
in me.  I 

try not to let many peo-
ple in on this little secret 
of mine, seeing that po-
sitions in life impose 
certain expectations 
upon us.  But some-
times I do entertain the 
Kid inside who has not 
died, and neither should 
he.  The other day while 
at the grocery counter, I 
observed a variety of 
items that were strategi-
cally placed to capture 
the customerôs eye just 
prior to checking out.  
Most of the items bore 
no real temptation for 
me, but there was one 
item that struck a chord 
inside the Kid.  It was a 
bag of M&MôS.  It would 
not have been so bad if 
they were only the plain 
kind, but just to tempt 
me, there was the pea-
nut kind right where I 
could not proceed to 
checkout without them 
saying to me, ñYou 
know you want me.ò  
So, I indulged the Kid 
and purchased him a 
bag of M&MôS. 
 
While the Kid was en-
joying sucking the outer 

Apostle Paul shared his 
personal struggle in many 
of his manuscripts as he 
told us of the good that 
he really wanted to do 
while coming face to face 
with the fact that there 
was another force at work 
or at war fighting against 
him resulting in repeated 
MISTAKES.  I shy away 
from quoting a particular 
text for the lack of space 
and time, because of the 
many Pauline texts that 
can be used to illuminate 
this fact.  So, letôs con-
clude that the Christian 
life is filled with MIS-
TAKES that are caused 
by our sin nature inher-
ited from our father 
Adam. 
But, thanks be to God the 
MISTAKES are trumped 
by the Divining MIRACLE 
of the MASTER who 
gave His life for every 
one of our MISTAKES.  
As numerous as our MIS-
TAKES may be, the 
MIRACLE of the MAS-
TER is greater than them 
all.  Time and space 
surely will not allow me to 
expound on the massive-
ness of the MIRACLE 
that was sufficient to ne-
gate the miserable maze 
of our MISTAKES. 
But just know that God 
commended His love to-
ward us in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ 
died for the ungodly.  
What a MIRACLE!  God 
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did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through 
Him might be saved!  What a 
MIRACLE!  There is there-
fore now no condemnation to 
those who are in Christ Je-
sus, who walk not after the 
flesh but after the Spirit.  
What a MIRACLE!  Nothing 
can separate me from the 
love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus.  What a MIRACLE!  
When the trumpet shall 
sound we shall be changed 
in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, we shall be 
changed to be like Him.  
What a MIRACLE!   
ñI looked,ò  (John said), ñand 
I saw a number that no man 
can number, coming from 
every generation, and every 
direction.  It was a number 
that no man can number.ò  
They are not the ones who 
became perfect, for they 
made MISTAKES to the end 
of their lives. 
  
Even the Apostle Paul ex-
pressed the fact that he 
fought the fight of faith until 
death.  So, if you and I fight 
the good fight of faith we too 
will be in that number who 
made many MISTAKES but 
our MISTAKES were ne-
gated at CALVARY where 
He was wounded for our 
transgressions, bruised for 
our iniquities and healed by 
His many stripes. Oh, WHAT 
A MIRACLE! 
 
HALLELUJAH! 

 

 
COMMISSIONED by HIM!  
 

Bishop A. R. Obey  
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New Life Baptist Church bids Farewell to Minister Luella  

ñMama Luò Vann 

After 14 years of the ñMama Luò experience, 

NLBC sadly but fondly said farewell.  Luella 

Pearl Vann, Minister and Executive Assistant for 

Bishop Obey, has retired and is moving to Las 

Vegas, NV, where she anxiously awaits her ñnext 

assignmentò from the Lord. 
 

Luella came to New Life from Anchorage, 

Alaska in September 1997 with her husband Perry, upon retiring from Atlan-

tic Richfield Company (Arco).  She often chides about how in 1998 she was 

asked to ñhelp outò as Pastorôs secretary for ñjust a little whileòé. And now, 

13 years later, she is again retiring in style. 

Affectionately known as ñMama Lu,ò Luella carries with her a legacy of 

strength, compassion, hope, and victory.  ñIt hasnôt been a smooth ride the 

entire 13 yearsò, she exclaimed.  She recalled the two most traumatic events 

that almost caused her to buckle, but with the strength of God she was able to 

continue on.  ñHe literally carried me through that time in my life,ò she re-

called.  Those events were the death of her beloved husband Perry Vann, and 

then a week later, the death of her mother, Thelma Lee Patrick.  

During this time, she drew very close to friends and family.  She has two 

daughters: Linda Wallace, a full-time Minister and anointed Prophetess; Paula 

Lewis, her baby girl; 3 grandchildren, and numerous great-grands.  ñAs for 

friendsò, she lovingly smiles, ñI have more than I can count on my fingers and 

toes.ò  The most memorable times, Mama Lu recalls, are the many get-

togethers at her house on Sundays after church.  For a time, Luellaôs house 

was the ñgo-toò place for a good meal.  Catfish, chicken, ham, BBQ, greens, 

peach cobblerðyou name it, and she could dish it upé Oh, and letôs not for-

get about her scrumptious pound cake!!  When NLBC launched the Bible 

study series ñPurpose Driven Lifeò, her house was used as a cell group study 

location.  One of the most interactive groups, Luella recalled how the 

ñinvitedò and even some of the ñuninvitedò would show up.  ñBut that didnôt 

matter to me,ò she smiled.  ñAs far as Iôm concerned, they were all invited.ò     

Luella was a ñGod-sendò, coming to New Life Baptist Church at just the 

right time.  As Pastorôs secretary, she has burned much 

ñmidnight oilò over the years, working and praying 

(sometimes both at the same time).  Her contributions in-

clude having taught Vacation Bible School for adults, 



Evangelism classes, Bible Studies, and occasional Sunday Morning preaching.  In the office, her most 

treasured responsibility was to prepare the Sunday Bulletin each week.  It was remarkable to see the bulle-

tin transform over the years, from one page to a mini booklet with fancy borders, pictures, and clip art.   

Once Mama Lu determined in her mind and made the announcement that it was time to retire, her 

friends sprang into action planning and coordinating a farewell retirement affair that she would not soon 

forget.   

 

 The Theme was: ñItôs a Black and White Affair, Honoring Godôs Elect Lady,  

                    Minister Luella P. Vann.ò 

 

The classy social affair included dinner, a Mistress of Ceremony, singing and dance, pres-

entation of flowers, and a very tasteful ñRoastò of our beloved Mama Lu.  

 

 ñIt was a night that I will never forgetò, exclaimed Luella.  ñIt was an 

intimate gathering of some of the most caring people of Lacey, WA.  I 

was honored with the presence of about 75 of my closest friends to give me a 

send off to Las Vegas, NV.  Wow! I felt like a celebrity walking on the Red Car-

pet that night.ò  Her friends showered her with expressions of love and monetary 

gifts.  ñOnly one of my family members were able to make the journey to attend, 

however with the outpouring of love shown to me, I felt that I was with family the 

entire evening.  To think that people would take time out of their busy 

schedules to come and fellowship with me was overwhelming.ò 

On Sunday June 26th, the NLBC family continued to celebrate and honor Luella 

by hosting a small reception of punch and cake for her after church service.  Some 

gave her a monetary blessing.   

 

ñThis was totally unexpectedò, she exclaimed.  ñThis was such a wonderful and memorable week-end.  I 

will never forget my New Life family, and will always keep you near in my thoughts.ò   

 

As Luella P. ñMama Luò Vann transitions out to a new journey in her life, the New 

Life staff warmly bids her farewell, and welcomes Kasey Louis as the new Executive 

Assistant.   

 
 

Kasey is the wife of Usher Ministry leader Bruce Louis, and brings to us a wealth of spiritual and technical 

knowledge.  Without a doubt, Kasey has a big footprint to fillé. Left by our precious Mama Lu. 
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The Congregation of 

New Life Baptist 

Church Extends a 

heartfelt  

CONGRATULATIONS 

to all of our 2011 

Graduates 

God First! God Is Able!God First! God Is Able!God First! God Is Able!    

Up and Coming! 

Letôs give a ñShout Outò to 

Lavonte Dangerfield for receiving 

the Presidentôs Volunteer Service 

Award .  WAY 2 GO WAY 2 GO WAY 2 GO Lavonte! 



It was quite a celebra-

tion on Monday, the 

twenty-seventh of 

June, two thousand 

and eleven at seven 

oôclock in the evening, 

as two  NLBC mem-

bers, Flossie Hollie 

and Eileen Kelley, re-

ceived Masters of Arts 

in Christian Ministry 

degrees, with a con-

centration in Christian 

Counseling from the 

Governing Board and 

Faculty of Faith Evan-

gelical College and 

Seminary.   

Held at the Church for 

All Nations in Ta-

coma, WA., the Thirty 

Ninth Commencement 

Ceremony began with 

a processional of con-

ferees to the music ñA 

Mighty Fortress is Our 

God.ò   

The solemn ceremony 

included prayer, mu-

sic, greetings, and a 

powerful commence-

ment address by Dr. 

David Curry, Chief 

Executive Officer, Ta-

coma Rescue Mission.  

He charged the gradu-

ates to be more than 

just learners of the 

word, but rather, to be 

implementers, teach-

ers, and examples to 

othersé salt of the 

earth.   

There was no shortage 

of New Life faces in 

the audience.  Many 

friends, family mem-

bers, and associates 

gathered that evening 

to celebrate the ac-

complishments of Ei-

leen and Flossie.   

ñWe are getting quite 

used to these ceremo-

nies,ò beamed Bishop 

A.R. Obey with pride.  

Many New Lifers 

have already gradu-

ated from the semi-

nary, with still more 

currently attending, 

working towards 

Bachelors, Masters, 

and there is even one 

New Life member 

currently enrolled in a 

Doctorate program at 

Faith Seminary. 

Following the cere-

mony were lots of 

photo ops, hugs, tears, 

and expressions of 

joy.  And of course, 

cake and punch to seal 

the celebration.   

Eileen has moved on 

to another chapter in 

her life, but we can 

safely assume that she 

will quickly put to 

work the knowledge 

she has gained from 

Faith Seminary. 

Flossie is already con-

sidering pursuit of an 

even higher degree.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NLBC family ex-

tends a hearty con-

gratulations and wishes 

both graduates the very 

best in the future      

endeavors!   
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Faith Seminary Graduates 2 from NLBC 

Study to 
show thyself 
approved 
unto God, a 
workman 
that needeth 
not to be 
ashamed, 
rightly divid-
ing the word 
of truth.  

2 Timothy 2:15 



A family is defined as: a 

group of individuals living under 
one roof and usually under one 
head: The Daniels family is no 
different, except that the one 
head of our family is God. 
 
In November of 1977, Linda was 
born and raised in Walla Walla, 
WA.  She graduated from Walla 
Walla High School, completed 
her AA degree at Walla Walla 
Community College, and com-
pleted her Bachelorôs degree at 
Washington State University in 
2000.  Currently she works as an 
Employment Specialist with Work-
source and CNA. 
 
Cecil, (affectionately known today 
as ñPastor Cò), was born in July of 
1976 in Richmond, VA.  ñAs a mili-
tary brat I was raised mostly in 
Frankfurt Germanyò, he recalls, 
ñthen moved to Lacey, WA my sen-
ior year to graduate from Timber-
line High Schoolò.  Cecil attended 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
and then transferred to Washington 
State University to be closer to his 
family.  Currently, he works as a 
Social Worker with ñat-riskò youth 
for Tacoma Community House. 
 
Cecil and Linda met on campus at 
WSU.  ñWe were both dating other 
people at the timeò, he recalls. ñI 
thought she was a nice attractive 
young lady.  I was handing out fly-
ers for a party my fraternity, Kappa 
Alpha Psi Inc, was hosting.  I gave 
her one and that was my intro to 
talk to her.  After that we began 
talking and getting to know each 
other.  I loved the person that she 
was. She possessed the personal-
ity traits: Nice, sweet, and kind.ò 
 
Linda and Cecil currently have 3 
childrené.all girls. ñWe have twins, 
Lauryn & Jada(9), and a baby girl 

Isabella(3).  We are expecting a 
baby boy, Gabriel Alexander Daniels 
in Novemberò, exclaimed Linda. 
 
 
Cecil went on       
to share how  
he first came to 
know Jesus: 
ñI had to leave 
WSU early due to 
financial issues.  I 
moved to Seattle to 
work.  In Seattle I 
was away from my 
friends, girlfriend 
(Linda), and all that 
was familiar.  Oddly 
enough, I came 
home from a club one night and 
opened my Bible.  I read Romans 
5:8 and saw myself.  I burst into 
tears knowing that I had sinned all 
my life and Jesus loved me enough 
to die for me.  I got saved right there 
in my room in Seattle, WA. 
 
Lindaôs testimony was equally as 
moving: ñGrowing up in a Catholic 
home I never really dealt with salva-
tionò, she confessed.  ñAfter a while 
my family barely went to church.  I 
always thought being a good person 
was good enough.  When I saw the 
changes that seeking God made in 
Cecilôs life it made me curious.  His 
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changes scared me, but it challenged me 
to look at my own life.  He witnessed to 
me and gave me a Bible. I came to New 
Life and Pastor Obey preached on salva-
tion. I trusted that Jesus died for me and 
got baptized that day.ò 
 
Cecil and Linda have been members at 
New Life since 2001.  On fire for the Lord, 
Cecil served as a volunteer with the NLBC 
Teens ministry under Min. Victoria Mene-
fee and Stephanie Pringle.  Eventually, he 
accepted his calling into the ministry 
(youth and young adults specifically) and 
became youth pastor in 2003.  In 2006, 
Chosen Generation Youth Ministry was 
established on the shoulders of all the 
previous youth ministry work at New Life.  
Chosen Generation would become New 
Lifeôs intentional vehicle for in-reach and 
outreach to youth in the Lacey, Olympia, 
and Tumwater area. 
 
Linda remained equally as busy, raising 
the children, supporting her husband/
Pastor, and she worked in Chosen Gen-
eration ministry as secretary.  Additionally 
to her credit, she coordinated the NLBC 
nursery and volunteered in the childrenôs 
ministry. 
 
When asked what their favorite scripture 
was, Cecil beamed ñRomans 5:8ò, while 
Linda quietly chose  
Linda ï Proverbs 3:5-6.   
 
ñAs a family, we desire to make memories 
with each other and enjoy the Grace God 
has given us. We have a passion to see 
young people grow in Christ and escape 
the enemyôs traps.  We are blessed to be 
at New Life in this season of our lives.ò 
 
 

With Love , 

Team Daniels! 

Itôs a Boy!!! 



Everyone who attended 
the 2K11 Encounter will 
likely remember the ex-
perience for the rest of 
their lives, but not for the 
reasons you might typi-
cally expect. Sure we 
had a blast on the go 
carts, the zip line and 
playing in the gym until 
midnight. There are un-
doubtedly dozens of 
crazy ñjet skiò stories, 
and still some Small 
Group Olympics disap-
pointments 
(#teamsnapbackswag)!!! 
Yes we had amazing 
speakers, a great com-
munity service project 
and awesome Praise 
and Worship, but that 
still isn't why CG En-
counter 2K11 will remain 
at the forefront of our 
minds. 
 
It's because Jesus 
Christ, the one and only 
show stopper, saved 
lives! The anointing of 
the Holy Spirit filled the 
camp and our spirits. 
Make no mistake, this 
was not a retreat. Youth 
of different ages, from 
different schools, differ-
ent neighborhoods and 
even from different 
states came together in 
unity. Young people 
worshiped the 
Lord freely in their 
unique ways. They were 
strong for one another, 
praying and weeping 
together, un-
ashamed.  Young peo-
ple were delivered, oth-
ers received salvation, 
some witnessed to their 
peers... Oh and let's not 
forget the FIVE that 
were baptized! God did 

something amazing at 
Camp Berachah, and it 
didn't stop when we left 
the camp or even when 
the BBQ ended.  
 
The Encounter is in an 
indefinite overtime. Let's 
pray for our young peo-
ple, encourage them, 
and not despise them for 
their youth.      
 
-Shaina Shannon, CG 
Servant Leader 
  

Cecil D. 
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Camp Berachah was named as a place of blessing for God's 

people to visit for rest, recreation, and growing in their faith. 

Today Camp Berachah hosts groups and individuals for con-

ferences, retreats, events, lessons, and camps. 

 

Camp Berachah began in the sixties as a Christian 

ñcommuneò; it later became a community of believers and 

their families, and in 1973 was purchased by Philadelphia 

Church in Seattle who began to use it as a Christian camp. In 

1990, a new organization, Camp Berachah Ministries, was 

formed, and in 1999 the property was purchased from the 

church and became an independent ministry. God played a 

part in each phase of history to protect the land as ñset 

asideò for ministry and for the purpose of reaching out to all 

ages with the good news of Jesus Christ. Thousands of people 

have spent restful time on the grounds and had their lives 

changed and touched by God. Today, Camp Berachah 

reaches over 20,000 people and over 300 groups each year 

as one of the largest Christian camps & conference centers in 

the Northwest. As an independent ministry, individuals and 

families form a supporting network of prayer and giving that 

is part of Godôs provision and plan. 

 Changing Changing Changing    

LivesLivesLives   

ForForFor   

ChristChristChrist   



For the second year, 
Jonathan Stewartôs  
youth football camp con-
tinues to grow, as he 
focuses on giving back 
to the community of 
Lacey.  His objective 
remains the same: 
teaching things be-
yond basic football 
skills.  
 
For Jonathan, (a.k.a. 
ñSnoopò as he was 
affectionately call by 
friends), a 2005 Tim-
berline High School 
graduate who will en-
ter his fourth season 
with the NFLôs Carolina 
Panthers, itôs also about 
giving inspiration and 
encouragement to 
young athletes. 
 
ñBeing passionate to 
give back to these kids, 
giving them hope and 
empowerment,ò Stewart 
said. ñThatôs what itôs all 
about. Telling them, óIf 
you bust your butt and 
do whatôs right ... that 
you can accomplish the 
dreams you want.ô ò 
 
Partnering with Pro 
Camps, Jonathan 
hosted his second an-
nual Jonathan Stewart 
Football Camp in July,  
at South Sound Sta-
dium, a place where he 
dazzled foes and fans 
alike from 2001-04 on 
the way to setting the 
stateôs career high 
school rushing mark 
(7,755 yards).  
 
One-hundred and ninety
-three boys and girls 
ages 7 through 18 par-

ticipated in the camp.    
 
Last yearôs inaugural 
camp drew 150 kids 
ages 7 to 14, and Jona-
than said he hopes to 
expand the camp to the 

fields behind North 
Thurston High School 
and next to Chinook 
Middle School, in addi-
tion to using South 
Sound Stadium.  
 
ñI want to give back to 
as many kids as possi-
ble, creating a legacy 
that will eventually be 
something that will be 
able to stick around as 
long as I can,ò Stewart 
said.  
The nearly 200 campers 
were mostly from The 
Boys and Girls Club of 
Thurston County, South 
Sound YMCA and New 
Life Baptist Church. 
 
In addition to Stewart, 

the campers had other 
noteworthy NFL instruc-
tors, including Seattle 
Seahawks running back 
Justin Forsett, ex-

Panthers teammate 
Kenny Moore, Stewartôs 
former University of Ore-
gon teammates Dennis 
Dixon (quarterback, Pitts-
burgh Steelers), and 

Jairus Byrd 
(defensive back, 
Buffalo Bills), and 
former Rogers High 
of Puyallup and 
Washington State 
receiver Brandon 
Gibson (St. Louis 
Rams).  
 
They took part in 

demonstrations and drills 
throughout the 31/2 hour 
camp. 
A handful of South Sound
-area high school 
coaches also were on 
hand as instructors, in-
cluding Timberlineôs Nick 
Mullen and Yelmôs Randy 
Swilley.  
 
Jonathan and the other 
NFL players spent time 
working with the kids in 
individual drills and show-
ing hands-on technique ï 
something camper Jay 
Carlton, a 12-year-old 
incoming seventh-grader 
at Laceyôs Komachin Mid-
dle School, enjoyed the 
best. He also liked the 2-
yard touch drill, another 
favorite among the camp-
ers.  
ñItôs more fun that I ex-
pected,ò Carlton said. ñI 
didnôt know we would get 
to interact with the (NFL) 
players as much, but we 
actually do. Itôs very excit-
ing.ò 
 
Joseph Pati, a fifth-grader 
at Laceyôs Mountain View 
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Gives Back to the Community 

Elementary, got the motivation 
to come to the camp thanks to 
his cousins.  
ñThey said it was a good camp,ò 
said Pati, who has played foot-
ball the past two years. ñItôs 
been really fun.ò 
 
Although the NFL player lockout 
was in its 117th day, that didnôt 
stop players from working out 
with each other. Stewart has 
spent time training at Pro Active 
in Lacey, as well as training 
with Panthers teammates in 
Charlotte and Miami.  
 
Carolina is coming off a 2-14 
season, and its off-season has 
been a busy one. The Panthers 
have a new head coach in for-
mer San Diego Chargers defen-
sive coordinator Ron Rivera, 
and selected Heisman Trophy 
winning quarterback Cam New-
ton as the No. 1 overall pick in 
the April NFL draft. 
 
Jonathan, a 5-foot-10, 230-
pound running back, was 
drafted by the Panthers at No. 
13 overall out of Oregon in 
2008. In three seasons with 
Carolina, he has rushed for 
2,739 yards and scored 22 
touchdowns. In 2010, Jonathan 
rushed for 770 yards (4.3 yards 
a carry) and scored two touch-
downs.  
 
During much of his childhood, 
Jonathan Stewart was an active 
member of NLBC Youth and 
Chosen Generation ministries. 
 
 
 
 
 

This article includes excerpts from The 

Olympian newspaper, dtd July 7, 2011 


